256                      THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
They were certainly shocked when war was declared,
but nothing spectacular has happened to them since.
Hitler is convinced that Germans are to-day resigned
to the loss of civil liberties which war brings about in
every country, because they have not enjoyed other
similar liberties for years.
He and his advisers believe that they will now gather
the fruits of their policy of making the German people
live under war conditions in peace time. They can recall
that war conditions have virtually existed in Germany
since 1935, and the people have got used to the drill
and training, to the restrictions and privations. But
the people of his Western enemies are experiencing these
things again for the first time since the last war.
Hitler's one way mind puts down on the credit side
of Germany the fact that he is able to exploit his people
for his war purpose with complete disregard for their
necessities of life, or for the health and the future of
any individual.
"When this war is over we can repair all the damage
..done to individual Germans. It does not matter if thousands
die when the life of Germany is at stake." This is the
slogan of the man whose maniac mind makes the German
people into servants of the phantom Germany which
exists only in his imagination. In his hunt for this phantom
he is prepared to extract from the German people every
ounce of strength, not to speak of the Czech and Polish
subject peoples who have to perform slave labour until
they die from exhaustion.
Where else in the world has a supreme war lord such
powers as Hitler? He can justly claim that he is able
to utilise every German man, woman and child for his
war. He knows that he can shift workers all over Germany
and put them to work on the exact spot where they serve